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What is Unigue Learning System (ULS)

Unique is an online, standards-based set of lessons and materials specifically
designed for students with special needs to access the general curriculum.

e It alignsto the Common Core State Standards (CCSS)
e [t alignsto the Essential Elements (EE)
o Dynamic Learning Maps Consortium (DLM) helped create the alternate
standards



Who is Unique For?

Whose instruction should be based on the alternate academic achievement standards (Essential Elements)?

Students who will participate in alternate academic achievement standards (Essential Elements) are students
with the most significant cognitive disabilities:

e Typically characterized as functioning at least two and a half to three standard deviations below the norm in
both adaptive and intellectual functioning; and

e Performs substantially below grade level expectations on the academic content standards for the grade in
which they are enrolled, even with the use of adaptations and accommodations; and

e A student who requires extensive, direct individualized instruction and substantial supportsto achieve
measurable gains, across all content areas and settings.

The IEP team is ultimately responsible for ensuring that the student receives academic instruction that is the most
appropriate and challenging based on the student's individual needs. The determination is not based on a
categorical disability label.



Vocabulary

Benchmark Assessments performance-based common assessments; allow you to

collect baseline data and then monitor progress in targeted skills areas including
reading, writing, math and emerging skills; suggested administration: 2-4x a year

Checkpoint Assessments monthly pre- and post-tests assessing specific grade band skills;
data from these assessments can identify instructional goals and monitor growth after
monthly unit instruction; suggested administration: 2x a month

Core Materials foundation for transition skill development in the context of routine,
classroom activities; available to all grade bands all year long

Core Rubrics address transition readiness skill areas of employability, social strategies,
self-advocacy, daily living and communication; suggested administration: 2-4x a year

(available to all grade bands)

Course contains a prescribed number of modules to provide detailed instruction to
support mastery of a larger topic.



Vocabulary

Differentiated Levels: (applies to both Unique Learning System and News-2-You)
Level 1: Students typically require maximum support within instructional tasks. For
these students, increasing the level of participation is the main objective.
(Participatory)

Level 2: Students require picture support and other direct support in learning and
the demonstration of skills. (Supported)

Level 3: Students typically are reading or have potential to learn to read text and
independently demonstrate comprehension of learned information within modified
content. (Independent)

GPS (Goals, Preferences and Skills) contains assessments and resources to
generate data; data used to effectively identify and monitor students' goals,
preferences and abilities in relation to the instructional practices within the Unique
Learning System curriculum framework



Vocabulary

Grade Bands contain age-respectful, engaging materials for students with significant
disabilities and provides access to the general education curriculum;. aAll materials align to
general education and extended standards for core subjects in all 6 grade bands; Preschool
(students ages 3-5), Elementary (Grades K-2), Intermediate (Grades 3-5), Middle School
(Grades 6-8), High School (Grades 9-12), Transition (Students ages 18+)

Lesson Plans provided within each lesson and include Instructional Targets aligned with
your state’s extended standards;, outline a defined instructional routine to support
instruction and incorporate three levels of differentiated task expectations to meet the
needs of each student

n2y Library searchable database containing over 1,000 leveled books on a variety of topics
available as an iDoc offering text-to-speech capabilities, or as a printable PDF; each book
includes a communication board to aide in comprehension and communication



Unigue Monthly and Yearly Tasks

Monthly Yearly or Multiple Times

Classroom Schedule
Student Schedule

Student Profile

Benchmarks

Transition for about to turn 14
and older

Set Unit Dates

Monthly Checkpoints 2x/month
Print curriculum materials
Supplementary science and
social studies materials



Set Classroom Schedule

° I\/Iy Account Do first Do second
e My Schedules

Classroom Schedule Student Schedules

h

®
Classroom Schedule

# Edit Selected Schedule

Thursday Friday Saturday

Sunday Monday

8:00 am [ — e T — e — T — e —



Set Unit Dates

e Home - Teacher Dashboard
e Set Unit Dates

o Don’t forget exclusion dates (PD day, breaks)

o Don’t forget to select all students names

My Plan Date Management

- March
Classroom Plans prent Link
My Plan - Middle School bar 2 - Mar 25

Student Plans

April




Student Profile

e Unique Learning System

e n2y GPS

e Student Summary Report
o Then under Profile, select the most recent to update.
o This determines the student Level (1, 2, or 3)

|
riddle School ) .
Differentiated Level 2 Click this area to update
\ Click on blue Student button to switch students
Profile
= Provides obsersationas) information of the student’s current abilities
» Suggpested vels indicate the armasunt of supgport reeecked durng instree thornad tesks
K-12 Student Learning « Completed 219 2 Ot 20, 2021 [ 3

Self-Help Skills <« Completed [ Sep 08, 2020



Monthly Checkpoints

e Unique Learning System
e n2y GPS
e Monthly Checkpoints Selectcurrent month
e Administer Checkpoint
Which Month? \
November o o
e Jest? \ There are various tests, administer all of them.
e o

Which Version? _— Before unit starts

- | «<—— Atthe end of chapter 6

Hew would you like to administer the test? / Uses teacher |Ogin

Assignto students

Teacher Login Student View



N2Y Library

Where you can use stories to connect to other content areas such as science,
social studies, and life skills. Use this resource to modify the regular education
curriculumin the regular education classroom.

Unigue Learning System
n2y Library
Search for topics (might need to try many different keywords to find stories)
Click Download as PDF
o You will have to come up with your own comprehension questions as it
does not come with the stories.



Monthly L essons

Where you get all your content for the month for direct instruction, guided practice,
and independent work.

e Unique Learning System
e Monthly Lessons
o Can prepare for current and next month
o Can’t go back months, need to save info on your computer if behind with
suggested lesson plans
o Not individual grade levels but a grade band



Monthly L essons

Content areas

T % oo @ O ]

A 4

Incorporate as needed

o

Helpful to use when first learning how to use Unique.
Print to turn in for lesson plans.

Interact with these tools to see if they will help suppo%

your lesson materials or other needs.

a
»

F 2 2 =2

All Lessons

Unit Overview

Reading / Language Arts
Math

Science

Social Studies

Life Skills

Suggested Monthly Plan
Lesson Plans

Tools and Powerpoint Files
Leveled PDFs

Supporting Files



Monthly Lessons - Reading

Additional ideas and supports for reading include:

e Vocabulary
o Use sight words also for spelling
o Use to create your word wall

e Reading
o Teach highlighting, context clues, and other strategies through reading
activities

e \Writing
o Use additional resources to increase writing abilities based on student
needs and EE grade level standards



Monthly Lessons - Math

Supplement with additional intervention programs as Unique is not very strong in
this area compared to reading. They lack vocabulary, meaningful math activities,
and do not provide content toward all the EE standards for the grade band.

e Incorporate websites such as:
Sheppardsoftware.com
Liveworksheets.com
BrainPop

Epic

O O O O



Monthly Lesson Tips/Suggestions

e Don’t have to print whole documents, select pages to print
e Can print 2 pages to 1 page with double sided option to help save paper for

stories and math problems
e Findinga rhythm and routine will become easier with time



Core Materials

e Unique Learning System

e Core Materials
o Use materials that best fit the needs of your current students needs.
o Can be used for morning routines or Do Now activities
o Helps with visual supports

| suggest saving these documents for future reference as they are nice to have.



courses

Additional supports for science and social studies. Use this resource to modify the
regular education curriculumin the regular education classroom.

e Unique Learning System
e Courses
o Save and then print the PDF option
o Has lesson plans, story, and comprehension questions for assessment

& Science Democracy or Monarchy E E Helping to Keep Our Community E B

Health
& Social Studies Y
This lesson investigates the difference between a This lesson teaches ways to keep the Earth Healthy.

monarchy and democracy. Students will get involved in a volunteer activity to use

what they have learned about recycling, reusing and
reducing to help in their community,

Civics/Government



Science and Social Studies Modified Suggestion

When your students are in the regular education classroomfor science and social
studies, their curriculum should be modified to meet their needs.

e Print the materials from the Courses sectionin a 3” master copy binder and have
each of the sections labeled.
o Print the lesson plan, story, and comprehension questions
o Make 3 copies of social studies, one for 6th, 7th, and 8th grade teacher to
keep in their room
o Make 3 copies of science, one for 6th, 7th, and 8th grade teacher to keep in
their room
m The materials are the same as it is for a grade band and not a specific
grade
m Usethe N2Y Library to print additional stories that align with the
curriculum to add to the binders
m Use other resources to find additional materials for students to use
e Print and put in each of the binders



Social Studies - DLM Support

This is a great resource to help with what additional curriculuminformation to
include in lessons for social studies as what they are tested on the DLM does not
align with the Wisconsin Essential Elements (currently as of 3/4/22).

Social Studies Rater Scale - Grade 4

- https://dynamiclearningmaps.org/sites/default/files/documents/StateBonusltie
ms/Social Studies Grade 4 Rater Form WI.pdf

Social Studies Rater Scale - Grade 8

- https://dynamiclearningmaps.org/sites/default/files/documents/StateBonuslte
ms/Social Studies Grade 8 Rater Form WI.pdf



https://dynamiclearningmaps.org/sites/default/files/documents/StateBonusItems/Social_Studies_Grade_4_Rater_Form_WI.pdf
https://dynamiclearningmaps.org/sites/default/files/documents/StateBonusItems/Social_Studies_Grade_8_Rater_Form_WI.pdf

Transition

Use this transition resource to help you with students who are going to turn 14 within
the life of the IEP for listing information on the IEP about transition and to include on
the PTP as well.

e Unique Learning System
e N2y GPS
o CoreRubrics
m Complete all assessments with student

o Transition Planning
m Complete all the assessments with student
Student View Transition

" rnf ire SHidart Wioa Care Biikeirc
Lonngure StUGENT VIEw “ LOre RuUDr s
sition Planning



Teacher Reference Materials - Instructional Tools

e Unique Learning System

e Teacher Reference Materials
o Instructional Tools
o Use materials that best fit the needs of your current students
o Helps with materials for activities and additional differentiation

Slraghs Vmed Lisgs+ Paresnls 0 lewiguale C-..- &=

--------

math Packs

FAasith Pack Faih Pack: kAnih Fasck: Fath Pack Fath Pack: kAaih Pasck: Fath Pack



Teacher Reference Materials - Instructional Guides

e Unique Learning System
e Teacher Reference Materials
o Instructional Guides

Strategies for Meaningfully Involving Level 1 Students

Level 1 and understanding prompting
Teaching/trategies /

Active Active AT Decision Instructional Leveled Books Mathematics
Participation Participation Tips
Guildelines Seripts

Phonemic

Awareness

Suggested
Monthly Plan

Viocabulary

Waord Study



Year Topics

This section allows you to see 3 years of the monthly reading topics that will be
taught. They are on a loop so year 4 will start the whole 3 year cycle over again.
This is so that students don’t have the same story within the grade band that they
are in.

e Unique Learning System
e Year Topics
o To print, select ELEM-HS schedule to print for reference
o Can also use this to help prepare for stories that will be covered in
reading that can also be used for science and social studies.
m Such as vocabulary, reading comprehension questions, longer
chapter stories



eXtras!

This section provides social stories, visual supports, signs, stories, student
certificates, and more.

e My Account
e eXtras!

Communication / Behavior

Comm Bd Shared Reading v1

Comm Board Shared Reading v2

Comm Board Shared Reading v3

Comm Bd Let's Talk Like Pirates!

Song Support Chicken Dance

Gross Motor

Fine Motor

Classroom Engineering

"¢’ Shared Reading

——— — b

-i While we read

Use your ayes

turn the page
-—

o=

@

surprised

R

Interesting

oN

”~

boring

®

Fun Stuff

(23



IEP Suggestions

In present levels state what level they are in Unique for reading and math and
also state what is expected at that level

State if students are using picture supports for written responses

State if students are matching versus writing in answers

For grade comparisons, use Essential Elements

Use Benchmarks and Monthly Checkpoints for present level data

Use Transition assessments for students about to turn 14 during the life of the
IEP



Wisconsin Essential Elements

EE for ELA

- https://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/sped/pdf/dpi-ee-ela.pdf

EE for Math

- https://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/sped/pdf/dpi-ee-mathe matics.pdf

EE for Science

- https://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/sped/pdf/dpi-ee-science.pdf

EE for Social Studies

- https://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/sped/pdf/Essential_Elements_for_Social_Studi
ac 2022 ndf



https://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/sped/pdf/dpi-ee-ela.pdf
https://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/sped/pdf/dpi-ee-mathematics.pdf
https://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/sped/pdf/dpi-ee-science.pdf
https://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/sped/pdf/Essential_Elements_for_Social_Studies_2022.pdf

Additional Resources

Wisconsin Alternate Academic Achievement Standards

- https://dpi.wi.gov/sped/topics/essential-elements

GUIDE TO DETERMINING STUDENTS WITH THE MOST SIGNIFICANT
COGNITIVE DISABILITIES

- https://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/sped/pdf/mscd-qguide-to-determining-
students-with-mscd.pdf

Dynamic Learning Maps (DLM)

- https://dynamiclearningmaps.org/wisconsin



https://dpi.wi.gov/sped/topics/essential-elements
https://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/sped/pdf/mscd-guide-to-determining-students-with-mscd.pdf
https://dynamiclearningmaps.org/wisconsin

Visit my website for more content area support, ideas, and materials for how to
implement alternate standards in the classroom.

https://www.msnowakhomeroom.com/



https://www.msnowakhomeroom.com/

